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Donald use to sing a song about â??building up the Temple of the Lord.â?• Somehow he imagined a
church building, but the building referred to is the universal church of Jesus Christ. Building the Church
is what Paul was doing throughout his many missionary journeys.

In his letter to the Ephesians, Paul encouraged them to accept the leadership roles that God assigned
â??so that the body of Christ may be built upâ?•. He then quickly includes everyone: â??From Christ
the whole body . . . grows and builds itself up in love, as each part does its workâ?•.

Paul came to the town of Ephesus from Corinth, where he had spent considerable time, bringing
Priscilla and Aquila with him. Paulâ??s ministry of â??strengthening all the disciplesâ?• included
teaching and training those like Priscilla and Aquila who could care for the less mature disciples. It also
included correspondence, which lives on in the pages of Scripture. Paul told the Corinthians that they
were Godâ??s temple. The Body of Christ relies upon her members to â??strengthen all the
disciples.â?•
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