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Ezekiel 3:4-15

In some ways it is harder to be a faithful witness to family and neighbors than to people we do not
know. God did not minimize Ezekiela??s challenge. The prophet was called to speak words of
judgment to people who had become a??hardened and obstinate&a?e (v. 7).

Jesus said of Nazareth, His'hometown, &??A prophet is not without honor except in his own town,
among his relatives and in his ownthomea?s (Mark 6:4). He 4??was amazed at their lack of faitha? and
a??could not do any miracles there, except lay his hands on a few sick people and heal them&?e (vv. 5-
6). Luke (4:29) tells us that the Nazarenes were so furious with-Jesus that they tried to throw Him off a
cliff!

God promises to make Ezekiel a??as unyielding and hardeneda?e as his hearers (Ezekiel 3:8). Tough
times demand tough prophets. Goda??s message must be proclaimed, whether they would listen or
not.

a??Forgive us for thinking that others have soft heads and hard hearts, when we are often the ones
afflicted by both. Help us to be more open with our hearts, more knowledgeable with our heads, and
more generous in spirit.4?¢ (Moravian Lectionary).
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